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As an outfit with a member of the seminal band, Groundwork, 400 Years clearly are a band with an impressive pedi-
gree. Upon forming in 1996, they proved they were not content merely to feed off the success and support of a for-
mer outfit; instead, 400 Years ignited crowds with pointed, politically charged lyrics and a strident delivery. These
elements made their first seven-inch release one of the most anticipated releases of 1996. Originating in
Richmond, Virginia, the band captured crowds by tackling diverse subjects ranging from the AIDS epidemic to the
Reagan Years to class disparity. Audience fervor quickly led to the release of their first full-length in 1997, featuring
400 Years' keen ability to stir up awareness for glaring social issues. With caustic barbs and critiques, 400 Years
were certainly a penetrating force intent on indicting a flawed American landscape.

Their second full-length, Transmit Failure, branched out from the first full-length and examined how tainted politics
and social measures affect the individual. 400 Years were eager to augment their style and put on a different facet
through introspection and self-examination. With multiple tours of the United States, Europe, and Japan, 400 Years
continued to enjoy success, impressing crowds with political passion carefully tempered by guarded sophistication.
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